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¢ǿƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ Σ ōǳǘ ²hbΩ¢ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΧ

hƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƻǇ ƻǳǘΧ
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Just one will graduate ready for college.

CƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΧ

One in four



.ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
to a 4-ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΧ

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΧ
Å Forgraduates who want to go directlyto work, fewer than 3 in 5 Illinois high-

school graduates had the reading or math skills required for the modern 
workforce, based on the Work Keys assessments.

ï For African-Americans, fewer than 2 in 5 are ready.

ï For Latinos, less than half are ready.

Or other post-ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅΧ
Å For those who want to pursueother post-secondary education,barely half (52%) 

meet or exceed state standardson the PSAE tests. 
ï For African-Americans, that number is 19%.

ï For Latinos, 32%

Å Illinois spends 6.5% of its Community College budget on remedial courses as 26.5% 
of community college first-time freshmen enroll in at least one remedial course
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The U.S. is falling further behind 
ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ Χ



ΧŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ

Percent of Adult Population with Some Post-Secondary Degree8



Illinoisô achievement gaps 

are among the largest in the 

U.S.



Closing Gaps 

Helps All Illinoisans
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Effective Teachers Close

Achievement Gaps
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Yet poorer schools get 

fewer effective teachers
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